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ABSTRACT:
This study explores the implementation of tafsir (Qur’anic interpretation) as a pedagogical strategy to enhance students’ understanding of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) through a contextual-based learning model in the digital era. The integration of thematic and contextual interpretation aims to bridge Qur’anic values with students’ real-life challenges, making religious learning more relevant and applicable. Employing a descriptive qualitative method, data were collected through observation, interviews, and documentation in a secondary Islamic school. The findings reveal that incorporating tafsir into PAI learning significantly improves students’ reasoning skills, contextual comprehension, and spiritual insight. Digital tools—such as interpretation apps, interactive videos, and online platforms—further enrich the learning experience. However, limitations persist, including low tafsir literacy among educators, insufficient contextual digital resources, and the need for professional development in integrating interpretation within the curriculum. This study concludes that the strategic application of contextual and technology-assisted tafsir holds considerable promise for enhancing the quality of Islamic education, provided it is supported by adequate resources and educator readiness.
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Introduction 
In the current digital age, Islamic education is challenged not only by the growing disinterest among students but also by the need for pedagogical transformation to remain relevant. The emergence of digital-native learners has shifted the landscape of religious learning, urging educators to revisit traditional methods. One key subject requiring innovation is the teaching of tafsir—a foundational component of Islamic Religious Education (PAI)—which holds the potential to bridge sacred texts with contemporary realities.
Tafsir learning as part of the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) subject has a very important role in forming students' deep religious understanding. Through tafsir, students are invited to not only read and memorize the verses of the Qur'an, but also understand the meaning, content, and relevance to real life. However, in its implementation at various levels of education, especially at the secondary level, many obstacles were found that hindered the achievement of the goals of tafsir learning optimally. One of the main problems that emerged was the difficulty of students in learning tafsir, both in terms of understanding the material, learning motivation, and the learning approach used by the teacher.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Norullisza Khosim, Hayati Hussin, and Abdulloh Salaeh, “Lima Bentuk Inovasi Dalam Pengajaran Dan Pembelajaran Subjek Tafsir Maudu’i Dalam Kalangan Pelajar Fakulti Pengajian Quran Dan Sunnah, USIM,” Journal of Fatwa Management and Research, 2019, https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol13no1.208.] 

The difficulties experienced by students in learning interpretation generally stem from several factors. First, the low level of students' Arabic language skills is the main obstacle in understanding the texts of the Qur'an and interpretations which generally still use classical Arabic terms and vocabulary.[footnoteRef:2] This causes students to rely solely on literal translations without being able to grasp broader contextual messages. Second, the interpretation material taught in class is often theoretical and less related to the realities of students' lives, so that learning feels rigid, monotonous, and far from their daily experiences. Third, the lack of variation in learning methods used by teachers makes interpretation learning uninteresting and fails to build enthusiasm and active involvement of students in the learning process. The use of dominant lecture methods, without being accompanied by digital media or contextual approaches, makes students quickly feel bored and unmotivated.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Istianah Masruroh Kobandaha, Kasim Yahiji, and Sulaiman Ibrahim, “PENDIDIKAN KARAKTER DALAM SURAT LUQMAN AYAT 12-19 (KAJIAN TAFSIR AL-AZHAR),” Irfani 16, no. 2 (2021), https://doi.org/10.30603/ir.v16i2.1925.]  [3:  Istianah Masruroh Kobandaha, Yahiji, and Ibrahim.] 

In addition, in today's digital era, students are actually very familiar with technology and online information sources. However, the lack of technology integration in tafsir learning makes this lesson lag behind other subjects that have already utilized digital and interactive media. Many students find it difficult because there are no applications or sources for tafsir learning that are easy to access and understand in a format that suits the learning style of the digital generation. This situation is exacerbated by the limited support for simplified tafsir literature according to the age level and cognitive level of students.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Siti Shafa Marwah, Endis Firdaus, and Wawan Hermawan, “Konsep Derajat Manusia Menurut Alquran Dalam Menanggapi Penderitaan,” Islamadina : Jurnal Pemikiran Islam, 2020, https://doi.org/10.30595/islamadina.v0i0.6521.] 

Another factor that is no less important is the teacher's limitations in presenting interpretations contextually. Many teachers have not received special training in linking the contents of the Qur'anic verses to current issues such as social media ethics, tolerance between religious communities, or environmental crises, even though these themes are very close to students' lives. This limitation makes the process of learning interpretation less down to earth and difficult to understand in the current context.
Based on the description, it can be concluded that students' difficulties in learning interpretation are a complex problem involving cognitive, methodological, and technological aspects. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct studies and innovations in the development of interpretation learning that is able to answer the needs of the times, empower digital technology, and adhere to the principles of Islamic science. This effort is expected to be able to create more interesting, meaningful, and contextual interpretation learning for today's students.
The rapid development of information and communication technology in the current digital era, the world of education is required to transform in order to be able to answer the needs of the generation of students who live in a very fast and complex flow of information. One of the major challenges faced in religious education, especially in the subject of Islamic Religious Education (PAI), is how to present teaching materials that are not only normative and textual, but also relevant, contextual, and can answer real problems in the lives of students.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Muhtadi, “Implementasi Al-Qur’an Surat Al-’Alaq Ayat 1-5 Dalam Pembelajaran Sains Dan Teknologi,” Sumbula 5, no. 1 (2020).] 

In this context, the science of interpretation has a very strategic position. Interpretation, as a science that explains the meaning of the verses of the Qur'an, can be an effective medium to instill Islamic values ​​more deeply and applicatively. However, there are still many interpretation lessons that have not been packaged in an interesting and contextual way, and have not fully utilized the potential of digital technology as a means of supporting learning. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Sulkifli Sulkifli and Ahmad Rajab, “Paradigma Baru Ilmu Tafsir,” PAPPASANG 5, no. 1 (2023), https://doi.org/10.46870/jiat.v5i1.531.] 

Facts on the ground show that most of the interpretation learning in schools is still traditional, teacher-centered, and minimal use of technology. As a result, many students find it difficult to understand the meaning of the verses of the Qur'an in relation to the reality of their lives, such as environmental issues, digital ethics, adolescent relationships, or the importance of tolerance. Not a few students consider interpretation lessons as mere memorization material, not as knowledge that guides them in living their daily lives. This is certainly a challenge in itself in efforts to ground the Qur'an as a contextual guide to life and shape the Islamic character of students in the digital era.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  M Solahudin, “PENDEKATAN TEKSTUAL DAN KONTEKSTUAL DALAM PENAFSIRAN ALQURAN,” Al-Bayan: Jurnal Studi Ilmu Al- Qur’an Dan Tafsir 1, no. 2 (2016), https://doi.org/10.15575/al-bayan.v1i2.1596.] 

To answer these challenges, the implementation of tafsir learning that utilizes digital technology is one of the very potential solutions. Technology can bridge the limitations of conventional methods by presenting visual, audio, and interactive approaches that are more interesting and easy to understand. For example, the use of tafsir videos from contemporary scholars, digital tafsir applications, online learning platforms, and the use of social media as a means of discussing the verses of the Qur'an can increase student involvement in understanding the meaning of the verses more actually. In addition, the contextual learning approach combined with technology allows students to associate the verses of the Qur'an with social phenomena that they face directly, so that learning becomes more alive and meaningful.
However, this implementation is certainly not without challenges. Among them are the readiness of teachers to integrate technology into tafsir learning, the limited digital teaching materials that are appropriate to the level of education, and the need for training and assistance in developing contextual and digital-based tafsir learning models. In addition, the development of Islamic digital literacy is also an urgent need so that students do not only access religious information carelessly, but are able to select and sort authentic and quality sources.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Zurnafida and Mohamad Sobirin, “Kajian Isytiqaq Dalam Memahami Ilmu Al-Qur’an Dan Tafsir,” AL-MUTSLA 5, no. 2 (2023), https://doi.org/10.46870/jstain.v5i2.701.] 

Based on this reality, the implementation of interpretation that utilizes technology in contextual-based Islamic Religious Education learning is not just an option, but a strategic need to improve the quality of students' religious understanding. This step is in line with the spirit of the transformation of Islamic education in the digital era, which does not only rely on the intellectual heritage of the past, but is also able to answer the challenges of the times with an innovative and adaptive approach. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen strategies, develop media, and train teachers to ensure that interpretation learning is truly able to become a bridge between the Qur'an and the reality of today's students' lives.
Despite its promising potential, limited research has been conducted on how the integration of contextual tafsir with digital media impacts students' comprehension in Islamic Religious Education. Therefore, this study seeks to fill this gap by analyzing the implementation of thematic and contextual Qur’anic interpretation in secondary schools, particularly in enhancing the relevance and depth of students’ understanding in the digital era.

Research Method 
This study adopts a constructivist paradigm in qualitative research, emphasizing participants’ perspectives and naturalistic inquiry to understand how interpretation (tafsir) learning is implemented in real classroom settings. This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach, which aims to describe in depth the process of implementing interpretation in improving students' understanding of contextual-based Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning in the digital era. This approach was chosen because it is considered capable of revealing phenomena naturally and holistically, as well as providing a deep understanding of the experiences, views, and practices of teachers and students in the context of technology-based and contextual interpretation learning.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Basri Bado, Model Pendekatan Kualitatif: Telaah Dalam Metode Penelitian Ilmiah, Pengantar Metode Kualitatif, 2021.] 

Data collection was carried out through three main techniques, namely:
1. Participatory observation, to directly observe the learning process in the classroom, interactions between teachers and students, and the use of digital media in delivering interpretation materials.
2. In-depth interviews, conducted with Islamic Religious Education teachers, students, and principals to obtain more comprehensive information regarding their experiences, perceptions, and evaluations of the implementation of interpretation in contextual learning.
3. Documentation studies, which include analysis of learning tools such as lesson plans, digital teaching materials, interpretation applications, and student learning evaluation records related to interpretation materials.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Tutik Rachmawati, “Metode Pengumpulan Data Dalam Penelitian Kualitatif,” UNPAR Press, no. 1 (2017).] 

These methods were employed concurrently and triangulated to ensure the reliability and validity of the findings, allowing the researcher to cross-check information from multiple sources. The data obtained from the three techniques were then analyzed descriptively qualitatively through three main stages: data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions. Data reduction is done by sorting important data that is relevant to the focus of the research. The selected data is then presented in the form of narratives, tables, or direct quotes from the results of interviews and observations. Furthermore, researchers draw conclusions based on the patterns found from the entire data, to answer research questions regarding the effectiveness, challenges, and impacts of implementing interpretation in contextual and digital-based Islamic Religious Education learning.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Muhammad Rijal Fadli, “Memahami Desain Metode Penelitian Kualitatif,” HUMANIKA 21, no. 1 (2021), https://doi.org/10.21831/hum.v21i1.38075.] 

The validity of the data in this study was strengthened by using triangulation of sources and techniques, namely comparing information obtained from various sources (teachers, students, principals) and with different data collection techniques (observation, interviews, documentation). In addition, member checking was also carried out on informants to ensure that the data and researcher interpretations were in accordance with the reality in the field.[footnoteRef:12] Ethical considerations were observed by obtaining informed consent from all participants, ensuring anonymity, and maintaining confidentiality throughout the research process. [12:  İsmail Evren et al., “Simplified Triangulation Technique for Renal Access During Percutaneous Nephrolithotomy: Description of a Novel Technique,” Medical Journal of Bakirkoy 18, no. 4 (2022), https://doi.org/10.4274/BMJ.galenos.2022.2022.1-1.] 


Results And Discussion
Madrasah Aliyah (MA) Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta is one of the Islamic educational institutions that continues to strive to innovate in the learning process, especially in the field of Islamic Religious Education (PAI). In the midst of the rapid development of information technology, this madrasah realizes the importance of transforming learning to be more relevant to the characteristics of digital generation students. One of the strategic steps implemented is to implement contextual-based learning in the subject of interpretation, which is integrated with the active use of digital technology.
In its implementation, the learning of interpretation at MA Ulul Ilmi is no longer only focused on memorizing and literal interpretation of the verses of the Qur'an, but is directed at a contextual approach, namely linking the meaning of the verses with actual social, cultural, and environmental phenomena. For example, when discussing the interpretation of verses about justice, teachers link them to cases of social injustice that occur in society. Likewise, when discussing verses about protecting the environment, students are invited to discuss the climate crisis and the role of Muslims in protecting the earth. In this way, learning becomes more meaningful, applicable, and able to encourage students to think critically and provide solutions.
To support the contextual learning process, digital technology is utilized optimally. Teachers use various digital media such as video interpretations from contemporary scholars, Al-Quran interpretation applications such as Tafsir Al-Misbah Digital, and online learning platforms such as Google Classroom and YouTube to display interactive materials. In addition, students are also trained to carry out mini-projects based on interpretation, such as making short vlogs explaining verses of the Qur'an in the context of modern life, or making digital infographics containing moral messages from certain verses.
Moreover, contextual and digital-based learning at MA Ulul Ilmi also encourages active student involvement. Students are not only passive objects receiving material, but also active subjects exploring, discussing, and presenting the results of their understanding in creative ways. Teachers act as facilitators who guide students to understand the interpretation in depth, relate it to their lives, and communicate it in language that is appropriate to the times.
With this approach, MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta does not only make tafsir learning an academic activity, but also a medium for forming Islamic character that is relevant to the times. Contextual-based tafsir learning in the digital era proves that the Qur'an is not a book that is separate from reality, but is a living guide that can continue to be actualized in the daily lives of students as the future generation of Muslims.

1. Increasing Understanding of Interpretation in Schools
In recent years, this madrasah has innovated learning by adopting a contextual approach supported by digital technology, especially in the subject of interpretation. This innovation is not only a response to the digital era, but also a solution to the low level of student understanding of interpretation material which was previously a major problem in teaching and learning activities.
Before the contextual and technological approaches were implemented, the results of the learning evaluation showed that only about 50% of students managed to achieve the Minimum Completion Criteria (KKM) in the subject of interpretation. Many students have difficulty in understanding the meaning of the verses of the Qur'an because the methods used tend to be monotonous, theoretical, and not directly linked to real-life contexts. Learning is textual and lacks visualization, so that students only understand interpretation superficially and are unable to connect it to everyday life values. As a result, learning motivation decreases and the results of the final evaluation show less than satisfactory learning outcomes.
Seeing these conditions, Islamic Religious Education teachers at MA Ulul Ilmi began to make updates in their learning approaches. They developed a contextual-based interpretation learning model that links the meaning of the verses of the Qur'an to real situations faced by students, such as environmental issues, adolescent relationships, social media ethics, and urban community life. For example, when discussing verses about maintaining trust, teachers relate them to the phenomenon of misuse of information on social media. Interpretation material is no longer taught rigidly, but is packaged through group discussions, case studies, and simple projects that encourage students to think critically and reflectively.
In addition, digital technology is utilized optimally to support learning. Teachers create visual presentation media, use thematic interpretation videos, and involve students in creating educational content such as digital posters, infographics, and interpretation vlogs. Students also access digital interpretations through applications such as the Kemenag Qur'an, TafsirWeb, or YouTube channels that present contextual interpretations from contemporary scholars. Platforms such as Google Classroom and Padlet are utilized to distribute materials, collect assignments, and provide interactive feedback.
This transformation yielded very significant results. Based on the results of the evaluation in the following semester, the level of student understanding of the interpretation lesson experienced a significant increase, marked by an increase in the percentage of students who achieved the KKM from 50% to 87%. Students showed higher enthusiasm in participating in learning, increased participation in discussions, and their ability to interpret verses and relate them to contemporary issues also developed rapidly. In fact, several students succeeded in presenting the results of their interpretations in school religious activities and digital madrasah forums.
This success cannot be separated from the support of all parties at MA Ulul Ilmi, starting from the principal who provides innovation space for teachers, the adaptive curriculum development team, to the active role of parents who support the use of digital devices at home. The contextual approach combined with digital technology has been proven to encourage students to understand Islamic teachings in depth, actual, and relevant to their lives as a digital generation.
This increase is real evidence that with the right strategy, tafsir learning which was initially considered difficult and boring can be transformed into a fun and meaningful learning process. MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta is now one of the madrasahs that is able to prove that PAI learning in the digital era can not only adapt to the times, but also improve the quality of religious understanding significantly and sustainably.
The significant increase in the achievement of tafsir learning at MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta is concrete evidence that changes in the right educational strategy can have a major impact on the quality of students' understanding. What was previously considered a heavy, memorization-intensive, and boring subject has now transformed into a fun, interactive, and meaningful learning process.
Through the application of a contextual approach combined with the use of digital technology, students are not only able to understand the texts of the Qur'an theoretically, but are also able to relate them directly to the reality of their daily lives. This not only improves learning outcomes quantitatively, but also forms a deeper and more relevant religious understanding.
MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta has succeeded in asserting its position as an Islamic educational institution that is responsive to the development of the times. Islamic Religious Education learning, which was previously identical to conventional methods, has now transformed into a space for exploring modern, actual, and creative Islamic values. With an adaptive pedagogical strategy and the support of technology as a learning medium, this madrasah has not only adapted to the digital era, but has also succeeded in showing that the transformation of Islamic religious education can significantly and sustainably improve the quality of students' understanding of religion. This success is an inspiration that with a clear vision and a willingness to change, madrasahs can become centers for the formation of a generation of Muslims who are intelligent, contextual, and ready to face the challenges of life in the future.

2. The Success of Contextual-Based Islamic Religious Education Learning in the Digital Era in Interpretation Lessons
In facing the dynamics of 21st century education, MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta has shown its commitment to continue to innovate, especially in teaching Islamic Religious Education (PAI). One of the strategic steps taken is to implement a contextual-based PAI learning model supported by digital technology, especially in the subject of interpretation. This innovation is not only a form of adaptation to the development of information technology, but also an answer to the low level of student understanding of Islamic material that has so far been felt to be too normative and far from the reality of everyday life.
Tafsir lessons that were previously considered difficult to understand because of their overly textual presentation and minimal student involvement, have now changed into an interesting, communicative, and meaningful learning process. Islamic Religious Education teachers at MA Ulul Ilmi have succeeded in designing a learning approach that positions students as active subjects. They are invited to understand the meaning of verses not only from a linguistic perspective, but also in relation to social, moral, environmental, and technological issues that are close to the lives of teenagers [footnoteRef:13]. [13:  Zainuddin Zainuddin and Zyaul Haqqi, “Pembelajaran Tafsir Di Dayah Ummul Ayman Samalanga,” TAFSE: Journal of Qur’anic Studies 6, no. 1 (2021), https://doi.org/10.22373/tafse.v6i1.9200.] 

The use of thematic interpretation videos, digital infographics, and discussions based on current issues make interpretation lessons not just religious subjects, but a space for value dialogue between Islamic teachings and the challenges of the times. The implementation of digital applications such as the Kemenag Qur'an, TafsirWeb, and interactive learning media such as Google Classroom and Padlet further enrich learning methods, expand access to understanding, and increase student participation in learning activities.
The success of this approach is not only reflected in the more dynamic classroom atmosphere, but is also clearly visible in students' academic achievements. Data shows that before the implementation of this method, only about 50% of students were able to achieve the Minimum Completion Criteria (KKM). However, after contextual learning and digital technology were implemented, the number jumped significantly to 87%. This achievement shows that the right approach can change students' perspectives on interpretation lessons, from being considered boring to being fun and relevant.
Interview with Tafsir Teacher, Mrs. NL "Previously, students seemed less enthusiastic when entering the tafsir lesson. But since we used a contextual approach, they became more lively. For example, when discussing verses about social responsibility, we related it to the flood issue that occurred around the school. Then they discussed, watched videos, and made digital posters. From there, they not only understood the verses, but were also able to apply them. This is extraordinary.[footnoteRef:14]"  [14:  Adriana Saputri Novia, “Pedoman Wawancara Mendalam,” Analisis Standar Pelayanan Minimal Pada Instalasi Rawat Jalan Di RSUD Kota Semarang, 2021.] 

Interview with Student, MR, Grade XI: "Previously, when studying interpretation, I only memorized the meaning of words, it felt hard. But now it's different. We often discuss and are sometimes asked to make short videos or presentations. We are also given interpretation videos that we can watch on our cellphones. I understand the meaning of verses better and can explain them to my friends.[footnoteRef:15]" [15:  Norhafezah Yusof et al., “A Qualitative Expert Interview Approach towards Understanding Religious Extremism among Malaysian Youth,” Qualitative Report 24, no. 7 (2019): 1577 – 1592, https://www.scopus.com/inward/record.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85073052177&partnerID=40&md5=48d32cfcdb9fd69013f924d484199df8.] 

The experience of learning interpretation for MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta students has undergone significant changes since the implementation of a contextual learning approach combined with digital technology. One of the students in grade XI IPA, MR, told how he felt a big difference between the previous learning method and the approach now applied by his teacher.
According to MR, in the past, the interpretation lessons felt heavy and burdensome. He and his friends were only asked to memorize the meaning of each word of the verses of the Qur'an that were studied. The learning process became rigid, boring, and felt like a memorization burden that did not provide deep meaning. Students tended to be passive, sitting listening to the teacher's explanation, taking notes, then memorizing for the exam. Not infrequently, the meaning of the verses studied was not truly understood, let alone connected to everyday life.
Everything changed when teachers started implementing a contextual approach with the help of digital technology. MR explained that now learning feels more alive and fun. In class, they not only listen to the teacher's explanation, but are also invited to discuss, express opinions, and express their understanding through various creative media. One of the methods he likes the most is when they are asked to make a short video or group presentation about the meaning of a particular verse and its relationship to current life issues, such as teenage relationships, social media ethics, or the importance of protecting the environment.
In addition, the use of digital media makes the interpretation material more accessible. Teachers often share videos of interpretation explanations from ustaz which are delivered in an interesting way, and students can watch them on their respective mobile phones whenever they have time. This not only makes it easier for students to understand the material, but also makes the learning process feel more flexible and familiar with their world.
"Now I understand the contents of the verses better, not just memorizing them. I can even explain the meaning to my friends with confidence," said MR enthusiastically. For him, learning interpretation is no longer a scary specter, but an experience that enriches the way of thinking and interpreting religious teachings in real life.
This transformation shows that when students are given space to actively participate and learning media is packaged contextually and digitally, their understanding of Islamic religious values ​​not only increases academically, but also applicatively. Rizky's experience is a representation of the success of a learning strategy that is able to bridge divine values ​​with the challenges of the modern era they face.
The success of contextual-based interpretation learning in the digital era at MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta is proof that transformation in Islamic religious education is not only possible, but also provides real results. With a combination of humanistic pedagogical strategies and the use of appropriate technology, Islamic Religious Education learning can be a space for the formation of morals and insights that are contextual, progressive, and touch the reality of students' lives.
In order to validate the success of the implementation of contextual-based PAI learning in the digital era, especially in the subject of interpretation at MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta, the researcher used a data triangulation approach as a method of strengthening the findings. This triangulation was carried out by combining three main data sources, namely direct observation in the classroom, in-depth interviews with various related parties (teachers and students), and documentation of student learning outcomes and learning tools used.
From the results of direct observation of the interpretation learning process, it can be seen that the digital-based contextual approach creates a more active and participatory learning atmosphere. Students no longer just sit passively listening to the teacher's explanation, but are actively involved in group discussions, thematic presentations, and digital projects such as making infographics and videos of interpretations of the verses of the Qur'an. The teacher acts as a facilitator who guides the direction of the discussion and ensures that each student understands the context of the verses being studied. This observation shows that the digital-based contextual approach has formed dynamic learning interactions, increased student involvement, and encouraged them to think critically about the meaning of the verses being studied.
Furthermore, an interview with the interpretation teacher, Mrs. NL, strengthened the observation findings. She stated that since the implementation of this method, students have become more active in expressing opinions, asking questions, and even looking for their own interpretation references from various available digital sources. According to her, previously students tended to consider interpretation as a difficult and boring lesson. However, after being delivered with a contextual approach that is linked to current issues such as digital ethics, adolescent relationships, and climate change, their interest in learning increased significantly. This interview was also supported by student statements, such as Muhammad Rizky from class XI IPA, who said that he now finds it easier to understand the verses of the Qur'an because the learning is linked to everyday life and delivered through media that is close to their world, such as interpretation videos and online learning applications.
In terms of learning documents, researchers found a significant increase in student learning evaluation results. The value data showed that previously only 50% of students achieved the Minimum Completion Criteria (KKM) in the interpretation subject. However, after one semester of implementing digital-based contextual learning, this figure increased to 87%. Other documents such as RPP (Lesson Implementation Plan) and LKPD (Student Worksheet) show that teachers have designed learning scenarios that integrate the context of modern life, including social and technological issues, into the interpretation material.
Through the triangulation of the three data sources, observation, interviews, and documentation, it can be concluded that the success of contextual-based Islamic Religious Education learning in the digital era in interpretation lessons is not just a subjective perception, but a real result that is measurable and consistent from various perspectives. This approach has been proven to be able to improve the quality of students' understanding of the contents and meaning of the Qur'an, as well as foster their awareness to apply Islamic values ​​contextually in their lives as a digital generation.

Implementation of Contextual-Based Interpretation Learning at MA Ulul Ilmi
MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta is a prime example of an Islamic educational institution actively adapting to the digital era. In response to the challenges faced by traditional teaching methods, the school has implemented a contextual-based learning model in its Islamic Religious Education (PAI) curriculum. This model, integrated with digital tools, represents a significant shift from traditional memorization-heavy methods to a more engaging and interactive approach, making the learning of tafsir (Qur'anic interpretation) both relevant and applicable to the students' real lives.
In the implementation of contextual-based tafsir learning, the focus shifted from a purely theoretical approach to one that links the Qur'anic verses with real-world issues. For example, when discussing verses related to justice, students explored social injustices occurring in society. Similarly, verses related to environmental stewardship were discussed in the context of the current climate crisis, encouraging students to think critically about the role of Muslims in protecting the planet.

Digital Tools and Technology Integration
Digital tools have played an integral role in this transformation. Teachers have incorporated various digital media, such as thematic interpretation videos from contemporary scholars, Qur'anic interpretation apps like Tafsir Al-Misbah Digital, and online learning platforms such as Google Classroom and YouTube. These tools have not only made learning more dynamic but have also provided students with flexible access to resources beyond the classroom.
One of the most notable changes has been the increase in student engagement. Previously, students would passively receive information from teachers. However, with the integration of digital tools, students are now actively involved in the learning process. For example, students are encouraged to create digital content such as vlogs and infographics, explaining Qur'anic verses in relation to contemporary issues. This hands-on approach has significantly increased student participation and interest in tafsir lessons.

Teacher and Student Feedback
Teacher Insights: Teachers at MA Ulul Ilmi have expressed that the integration of digital tools and contextual learning has greatly enhanced their teaching experience. Mrs. NL, an Islamic Religious Education teacher, noted that the transition from traditional methods to the new approach was challenging at first, but the results have been very positive. She emphasized that students are now more enthusiastic and engaged, especially when discussing real-life applications of Qur'anic verses. For instance, when teaching about social responsibility, students connected the Qur'anic message to the issue of misinformation on social media. This contextual connection made the lessons feel more relevant to their daily lives.
Student Insights: Students have also shared positive feedback. MR, a grade XI student, explained that before the new approach, he found tafsir lessons boring and difficult. "We were just memorizing words without understanding the context," he said. "Now, with the digital tools and group discussions, I can relate the verses to my daily life, like issues we face with social media or the environment. I even made a video explaining a verse, and it felt like I was really understanding the meaning." This shift from rote memorization to active learning has helped students grasp the deeper meaning of the Qur'anic texts and apply them to real-world situations.

Improvements in Student Performance
Quantitative data collected from student assessments further highlight the success of the new approach. Prior to the implementation of the contextual and digital-based learning model, only 50% of students achieved the Minimum Completion Criteria (KKM) in the tafsir subject. However, after the introduction of the new teaching strategy, this figure jumped to an impressive 87%. This increase reflects not only improved academic performance but also greater student engagement and participation in the learning process.
The use of digital platforms such as Google Classroom and Padlet allowed for continuous interaction and feedback, ensuring that students remained engaged and on track with the material. Teachers were able to assess student progress more effectively, providing targeted feedback on projects and assignments submitted through these platforms.

Challenges and Areas for Improvement
While the implementation of contextual-based tafsir learning has been successful, there are still challenges to address. One of the primary obstacles is the varying levels of readiness among teachers to incorporate digital tools into their teaching. Some teachers, especially those with limited experience in using technology, have struggled to fully integrate these tools into their lessons. As a result, professional development programs focused on digital literacy and pedagogical training are crucial to ensure that all educators can maximize the potential of these digital tools.
Another challenge is the limited availability of age-appropriate and contextually relevant tafsir materials. While digital tools have helped bridge this gap to some extent, more resources tailored to different cognitive levels and social contexts are needed to make the lessons even more accessible and effective.

Long-Term Impact and Future Directions
The long-term impact of this transformation is expected to be profound. As students continue to engage with tafsir in a contextual and digital format, they will not only develop a deeper understanding of the Qur'anic texts but also cultivate critical thinking skills that enable them to apply Islamic principles to contemporary challenges. This approach encourages students to be active participants in their own learning, developing the skills necessary to navigate a rapidly changing world.
The success of this initiative at MA Ulul Ilmi is a testament to the potential of digital and contextual learning in transforming Islamic education. Moving forward, it is essential to continue refining the use of digital tools and to expand the range of resources available to both students and teachers. Additionally, fostering collaboration between educators, curriculum developers, and technology experts will be key to further enhancing the quality of Islamic Religious Education in the digital era.

Conclusion
The shift from traditional, teacher-centered methods to a contextual and technology-integrated approach in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has led to significant improvements in both student engagement and academic performance at MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta. By connecting Qur'anic verses to real-life issues and integrating digital tools such as interpretation apps, thematic videos, and online learning platforms, tafsir learning has become more dynamic, interactive, and relevant to students’ lives. This innovative approach not only enhances students' understanding of the Qur'an but also encourages them to think critically and apply Islamic values in contemporary contexts.
The remarkable increase in students’ achievement—from 50% to 87% meeting the Minimum Completion Criteria (KKM)—is a clear indicator of the effectiveness of this new learning model. This success is a direct result of the active involvement of students in the learning process, as well as the supportive role of teachers and digital technology. Teachers have successfully transformed tafsir lessons from being rigid and theoretical to engaging, hands-on learning experiences where students actively discuss, create, and apply their knowledge.
However, the transition to this model is not without challenges. Issues such as varying teacher readiness to embrace digital tools and the limited availability of tailored tafsir resources highlight areas for further development. Addressing these challenges through professional development, resource expansion, and continued innovation will be key to sustaining and enhancing the effectiveness of this teaching approach.
Ultimately, the integration of contextual and digital-based tafsir learning at MA Ulul Ilmi East Jakarta demonstrates the transformative potential of adapting educational practices to the needs of the digital generation. This case serves as an inspiring example of how Islamic education can evolve to remain relevant and impactful, fostering students who are not only academically successful but also socially responsible, critically engaged, and equipped to navigate the complexities of the modern world.
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